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ARP Joint Committee Statement of Accounts 2009/2010 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To present the un audited statement of accounts to ARP Joint Committee. 

 

2. Recommendations 
 It is recommended that the Committee: 
2.1 Approve the un audited statement of accounts 
2.2    Approve the annual governance statement 

 

 
Note:  In preparing this report, due regard has been had to equality of opportunity, 
human rights, prevention of crime and disorder, environmental and risk management 
considerations as appropriate.  Relevant officers have been consulted in relation to any 
legal, financial or human resources implications and comments received are reflected in 
the report. 
 

3. Information, Issues and Options 

3.1 Information 

3.1.1 The Anglia Revenues and Benefits Partnership (ARP) is a Joint Committee 
established in accordance with section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972.  As 
the host authority, Breckland Council produces an annual statement of accounts for 
the ARP Joint Committee. In accordance with Account and Audit regulations these 
accounts are required to be approved by the 30th June 2010, with the Annual 
Governance Statement being approved separately. 

3.1.2   The overall cost of the partnership show a minor increase against the previous 
financial year. The variance between budget and outturn show a significant 
efficiency that the authorities have been able to achieve through the joint working of 
the partnership. 

3.2. Issues 

3.2.1 The Auditor’s Annual Governance Report, following their review of the financial                 
statements for 2008/09, identified that a number of amendments were required prior 
to an     unqualified opinion being issued, mainly due to the treatment of reserves in 
the statements.    This has been addressed during the preparation of 2009/10 
accounts and the statements have been prepared in a consistent manner to previous 
years, subject to some minor changes to reporting requirements. The report also 
identified that the accounts had not been presented to the Joint Committee for 
approval by the statutory deadline. This has also been addressed. These issues 
have been reflected in the Annual Governance Statement included within the 
Statements of Accounts. 

 
The draft accounting statements are set out in Appendix A to this report and are 
based on the accounting records of Breckland and Forest Heath, who have directly 
incurred costs for the partnership, and East Cambridgeshire who has made 
payments in accordance with the fee schedule, so the figures have already impacted 
in the main authority accounts. They will be subject to audit during the summer with 
the aim to receive an unqualified audit opinion by September 2010, in accordance 
with the regulatory timetable. 
 



The net revenue outturn figures for 2009/10 are comparable to those of the previous 
year, despite caseload increasing and inflation rates beginning to pick up again. 
Additional government grant has helped offset the effects of increased caseload 
resulting form the economic downturn, although strong budgetary control and the 
ability to recharge officer time to the trading company and other authorities directly 
has been a major factor in holding down running costs. 

             One of the areas that generated considerable discussion during the 2008/09 audit 
focussed on the treatment of reserves. The balance sheet reflects the position that 
the Joint Committee no longer retains reserve balances and that any occurring at 

year end are returned to the authorities. 

3.3 Options 

3.3.1 To approve the un audited statement of accounts and annual governance statement 

3.3.2 Not to approve the un audited statement of accounts and annual governance 
statement as presented and make amendments. 

3.4 Reasons for Recommendation(s) 

3.4.1 To approve the un audited statement of accounts and annual governance statement 
in order to comply with the Accounts and Audit Regulation 2003. 

4. Risk and Financial Implications 

4.1 Risk  

4.1.1 I have completed a risk management assessment in accordance with the Council’s 
Risk Management methodology, and there are no additional risks identified. 

4.2 Financial  

4.2.1 The financial implications are highlighted in the report and the statements of 
accounts. 

5. Legal Implications 

5.1 None 

6. Other Implications    

a) Equalities: No Equalities Impact Assessment been conducted, as the nature if 
the report is one of a regulatory nature, covering all services and activities of the 
Council. 

b) Section 17, Crime & Disorder Act 1998: None 

c) Section 40, Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006: None 

d) Human Resources: None 

e) Human Rights:  None 

f) Other:  None 

7. Alignment to Council Priorities 

7.1 This report is of a regulatory nature. 

8. Ward/Community Affected 



8.1 N/A 
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Lead Contact Officer: 
Name/Post: Carol Dunne-Bathurst/Revenue Accountant 
Telephone: 01362 656276 
Email: carol.dunne-bathurst@breckland.gov.uk 
 
Key Decision Status (Executive Decisions only): 
 
 
Appendices attached to this report:  
Appendix A – audited statement of accounts and annual governance statement 
 


